
The American Legion 
 

 
 
 

          For God and Country 
 

MINUTES OF THE DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, SATURDAY, MARCH 30, 2013 AT 
OAK ORCHARD/RIVERDALE POST #28, MILLSBORO, DELAWARE 

 
At 11:00 AM, the Department Executive Committee was called to order by Department Commander James M. 
Brady, Jr. 
 

Opening Ceremonies 
 

Opening ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies with Wayne Hicks, 
Department Chaplain, offering the Opening Prayer. Commander Brady declared the Department Executive 
Committee meeting regularly convened. 
 

Roll Call 
 
Roll Call by Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos. 

Department Officers Name 8-Jul 28-Jul 29-Sep 9-Dec 19-Jan 30-Mar  

Commander James M. Brady, Jr. P P P P P P
1st Vice-Commander John A. Endres P P P P P
2nd Vice-Commander Robert L. Michael P P P P P P
Adjutant Richard J. Santos P P P P P P
Finance Officer Gary Morris P P P P P P
Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen P P P P P
Asst. Judge Advocate Davis Wright  
Chaplain R. Wayne Hicks P P P P
Service Officer McBride/Joseph Houghton P P P P P P
Historian Robert Royland P P P P P
Sergeant-At-Arms Jay Malin P P  Vacant
Past Dept. Commander Kenneth G. Whitman P P P P P P
Past Dept. Commander Edward W. Feeley P  P P
Past Dept. Commander Larry J. Marcouillier P P P P P P

National Officers

NEC Lyman Brenner/Marcouillier P P P P P P
ANEC Marcouillier/Kenneth Whitman P P P P P P  

 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
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District 2 Raymond Abbott P P P P P P
District 3 James Stewart P P P
District 4 Robert L. Michael P P P P P P

District Vice-Commanders

District 2 MaryAnna Moderhak P P P P P P
District 3 Christopher Werner P P
District 4 James Gallagher P P P

DEC

District 2 Aleta A. Krauss P P
District 2 Mary Anna Moderhak P P P P P P
District 3 Michael Cohill P P P P
District 3 Christina Cordova P P
District 3 Charles Keithley P
District 4 Bettylou Evans P P P P P P
District 4 Lee Glasco P P P P P
District 4 James Lafferty P P P P P P
District 4 Roland Placente P P P P P P
District 4 Sharon E. Sheriff P P P P P P

 
 

Quorum 
 
Commander Brady declared that a quorum was present of the Department Executive Committee.  Commander 
Brady noted that Past Department Commanders Ruth N. McBride, Charles Armbruster, Jr., Lyman R. Brenner, 
Bettylou Evans and Lenny Bunch were present. 
 

Introduction of Guests 
 
None. 
 

Special Motion 
 
A motion by Robert L. Michael and seconded by Raymond Abbott that non-members of the Department Executive 
Committee are permitted to make reports. Motion passed. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion by MaryAnna Moderhak and seconded by Larry J. Marcouillier to approve the Minutes of the January 19, 
2013 Department Executive Committee meeting as distributed by the Department Adjutant. Motion passed. 
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Special Order of Business 
 
Department Commander Brady presented the charter for Henlopen Squadron #5 to Post Commander Henry (Buddy) 
Clark, Post 2nd Vice-Commander Robert Pruchniewski, and William Stranch, Henlopen Squadron #5 Commander. 
The Detachment of Delaware now has thirteen squadrons. 
 

Department Officer Reports 
 
Commander James M. Brady, Jr. Since our last meeting, he has stayed in constant awareness of the status of the 
“Video Lottery Machine” issue from our representatives, Jeffrey Crouser and James H. Gallagher. Both have done 
an outstanding job as spoke persons for The American Legion, Department of Delaware. There are still those who 
feel that the Department, specifically the Department Commander should have been more actively involved. The 
posture that was taken by the Department was to protect posts and the Department from potential legal 
ramifications.  Again, thank you Legionnaires Crouser and Gallagher. 
Over the last two weeks in January and early February, he and Frank Clymer of Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30, 
visited three prospective facilities for investigative purposes for hosting our annual department convention. This was 
done under the authority of the May 2012 DEC and the guidelines as presented by the Convention and Meetings 
Committee. Again, this was for “investigative purposes only” as our contract will be ending with the Sheraton Dover 
Hotel  this year. There have been other Legionnaires who expressed a sincere desire to look for other venues. 
Findings were forwarded in writing to the Conventions and Meetings Committee for their consideration. 
In February, he attended the Department Oratorical Competition at Middletown Post #25, the Conventions and 
Meetings Committee meeting at Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7, and the Finance, Budget & Audit 
Committee meeting. He also Oak Orchard/Riverdale Unit #28 at their Annual Valentine's Day “Salute to Veterans” 
at the VAMC Wilmington.  He attended the Appeal of Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28’s Commander John Fanelli 
in the HQ on February 23.  On the February 26th, he attended the Memorial Service and Internment of Department 
Sergeant-At-Arms Jay Malin of Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7. 
On March 1, he attended the luncheon at Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28  for American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Peggy Thomas. 
On March 6-8, he had the distinct privilege of accompanying National Commander, James Koutz, on a tour of some 
of Delaware’s note worthy facilities.  The National Commander's group visited the Dover Air Force Base; David C. 
Harrison Post #14’s Ambulance Squad #64 and participated in the ribbon cutting of their brand new facility; 
Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 for a meet and greet; and Nanticoke Post #6 for an outstanding dinner.  The 
next day, they visited Sussex Post #8 and toured their Ambulance Squad facility before continuing on to Oak 
Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 who hosted a luncheon for the National Commander. They went to Dagsboro Post #24 
for a meet and greet.  The annual National Commanders Banquet was held the evening of March 8 at Walter L. Fox 
Post #2.  
On March 9, he and other department others traveled to the Department of Maryland for their National 
Commander’s Banquet. The trip continued the tradition of exchanging visits to each other's National Commander’s 
Banquets. 
On March 12, he met with the Special Hearing Board and department staff at HQ for the purpose of generating a 
report to the DEC on an Appeal by Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 Commander John Fanelli.  On March 16, he 
visited Charles E. Durney Post #27 to join them at their annual after “St. Patrick’s Day Parade” meal of ham and 
cabbage. From there, he traveled to Sussex Post #8 as a guest at their annual “Legion Birthday” celebration and 75th 
Anniversary of the Ambulance Squad #8. On March 20, he accompanied the Department 1st and 2nd Vice 
Commanders to the District #2 regular meeting.  On March 25, he represented the Department of Delaware at the 
Annual “Medal of Honor” recipient Ceremony in Middletown at VFW #3920.  He was accompanied by District #2 
Commander Raymond Abbott and Adjutant Edward Colaprete, Robert L. Taylor Post #13 Commander James Grant 
and First State Post #29 Commander Michael Burris. On the 26th of March, he participated with the members of the 
Department of Delaware in Selbyville at the “Thanksgiving for Thousands at Easter.” 
 
First Vice-Commander John A. Endres. As of March 27, 2013 we are in 2nd place on the National Target Date 
report with 96.607% and in first place in the Northeast Region 13 Departments.  Also the department has won the 
Category V Big Twelve Competition and will receive $2,000.00 for computer related equipment.  The Department 
Membership Team thanks everyone for their hard work on membership but please don’t let up as we are so close to 
being 100%. 
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On that matter congratulations to Lt. J. Allison Post #10, First State Post #29, Nanticoke Post #6, Dagsboro Post 
#24, and Selbyville Post #39 for reaching 100% membership goal. As of March 19, 2013 membership report several 
other posts only need a few more members to reach 100% and hoping that they will also reach 100% before this 
report is read.  All posts reaching 100% before the cutoff date of May 6, 2013 will receive a check for $250.00 at the 
Department Convention in July. 
The next membership award is Armed Forces Day Award:  Target Date - May 6, 2013 - 100% of Goal in two 
categories: (1) post membership goal of 50 to 375 members and (2) post membership goal of 376 members and 
higher.  Award to post in each category with highest percentage exceeding designated target date percentage with 2 
tickets to post commander to the 2012 Department Convention Banquet. 
 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR THE MINUTES: 
 
Post 100% Goal Plus Trophy:  The Post with the highest percentage of membership over their 100% Goal.  
Minimum of 50 paid-up 2012 Members to be eligible.  Cutoff date is May 6, 2013. 
Post All Time High:  All Time High Posts will receive a plaque.  Cutoff date is May 6, 2013. 
District 100% Goal Award:  Check payable to any District for $250.00 that makes 100% of Goal by the cutoff date 
of May 6, 2013. 
District 100% Goal Plus Plaques:  Any District that exceeds their 100% Goal.  Cutoff date is May 6, 2013. 
District 100% Goal Plus Trophy:  The District with the highest percentage of membership over their 100% Goal.  
Cutoff date is May 6, 2013. 
Gold Brigade Award:  A member shall qualify for the Gold Brigade Award upon enrolling fifty (50) or more “New 
Members” into The American Legion by the May Target Date of May 6, 2013.  It shall not be the Department 
Adjutant’s responsibility for the submission of the awards.  The Post Adjutant shall submit and certify the award 
with the new member’s names and six-digit sequence numbers or post card number on Post stationary.  Winners of 
the Gold Brigade Award are not eligible for the Silver Brigade Award as a recruiter cannot be awarded both during 
the same membership year. 
Silver Brigade Award:  A member shall qualify for the Silver Brigade Award upon enrolling twenty-five (25) to 
forty-nine (49) “New Members” into The American Legion by the May Target Date, of May 6, 2013.  It shall not be 
the Department Adjutant’s responsibility for the submission of the awards.  The Post Adjutant shall submit and 
certify the award with the new member’s names and six-digit sequence numbers or post card number on Post 
stationary. 
Top Recruiter:  The Department’s top recruiter will receive an American Legion polo shirt.  The cutoff date is May 
6, 2013. 
Awards Cutoff Date:  Membership Awards Cutoff Date of May 6, 2013 shall be defined as “Membership and full 
payment of national and department dues at $18.50 per member received by the Department Adjutant by the close of 
the business day, May 6, 2013 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, DE (Mailing Address 
– P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930).” 
Department Convention Delegate Strength Cutoff Date:  Convention cutoff date of June 12, 2013 shall be 
defined as “Membership and full payment of national and department dues at $18.50 per member received by the 
Department Adjutant by the close of the business day, June 12, 2013 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville 
Road, Seaford, DE (Mailing Address – P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930).”Top Recruiter:  The Department’s 
top recruiter will receive an American Legion polo shirt.  The cutoff date is May 6, 2013. 
Awards Cutoff Date:  Membership Awards Cutoff Date of May 6, 2013 shall be defined as “Membership and full 
payment of national and department dues at $18.50 per member received by the Department Adjutant by the close of 
the business day, May 6, 2013 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville Road, Seaford, DE (Mailing Address 
– P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930).” 
Department Convention Delegate Strength Cutoff Date:  Convention cutoff date of June 12, 2013 shall be 
defined as “Membership and full payment of national and department dues at $18.50 per member received by the 
Department Adjutant by the close of the business day, June 12, 2013 at 4:00 PM, at Department HQ, 601 Bridgeville 
Road, Seaford, DE (Mailing Address – P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930).” 
 
Cut-off Date for 2014 Membership Cards and Rosters.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that transfers, new 
members, reinstatements, and renewals need to be submitted to Department HQ by Monday, April 8, 2013 in order 
to be included in the updating and printing of the 2014 Membership Cards and Rosters. All membership transmittals 
of whatsoever nature, received after April 8, 2013, will not appear as an updated entry on the 2014 Membership 
Cards and Rosters. 
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On-Line Membership  Renewals. Department Adjutant Santos reported that 2013 On-Line Renewals Credits total 
1,012 as of March 28, 2013. The posts have used 950, leaving a balance of 62. 
Any member of the Department of Delaware may renew on-line through www.legion.org. Members renew using a 
credit card, print a temporary card, and mail or take their receipt to the post to receive their new card. Posts will 
continue to have all cards sent with their roster. Notification of on-line renewals can be obtained directly from the 
www.mylegi.org officer's site. Notification will also be provided by reports sent by Department HQ. Posts will 
receive their per capita in the form of credits posted against their membership transmittals to department.  
When the bi-monthly reports for members who have renewed on-line are received by Department HQ, an On-Line 
Renewal Credit Report is generated and sent via first class mail and e-mail to all posts.  The report notifies the posts 
of their on-line credit amount as of the date of the report.  The amount of money credit is to be deducted from their 
next membership transmittal.  The membership transmittal report provides instructions and outline for taking the 
credit amount. 
Posts that are on-line through myLegion.org have been receiving these periodic listings from the National 
organization. Upon receiving the periodic notifications, the posts should be issuing the member's 2013 membership 
card, directly to the member. Obviously, posts that are not on-line via myLegion.org and are at a disadvantage of 
receiving the on-line notifications. 
 
MyLegion.org.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that MyLegion.org is a website designed to assist post officers 
with every day membership duties and to connect members of The American Legion to the Post and Department as 
well as other American Legion members. The site can be accessed from any computer with an internet browser. 
MyLegion is the audience interactive component of the new Legion.org website, and has been developed for 
Members, Posts and Departments. The website is now accessible to everyone. All posts are urged to enroll on 
mylegion.org. The department has fourteen posts enrolled: 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 10, 18, 19, 21, 24, 25, 28, 29, and 30. Posts 
make name and address corrections, change status to deceased, receive daily reports of on-line renewals, and other 
features. The program saves time and materials as the post adjutants or membership chairmen do not need to fill out 
Membership Data Forms. The Sons of The American Legion is included. To find more information about myLegion 
features and registration instructions: Customer Service: (800) 433-3318 or E-mail: aim@legion.org. 
 
Lucky 13 Incentive Award Program. Department Adjutant Santos reported that during the 2012-2013 membership 
year, National Commander James E. Koutz will award his National Commander pin to any Legion Family member 
who obtains a minimum of three headquarters post member transfers, and also obtains an additional combination of 
10 new members, renewals and headquarter post member transfers to equal a combined number of 13. A new 
member is defined as any eligible person joining for the 2013 membership year who was not a member of The 
American Legion during the 2012 membership year. Each member listed must be eligible for membership in The 
American Legion. Please forward names of SAL members or Auxiliary members to your detachment or unit for use 
in their respective incentive programs. To maintain the integrity of the National Commander’s pin incentive 
program, only one pin will be awarded per individual. The certification form for this program may be submitted at 
any time after September 1. Upon receipt, national membership staff will confirm the names and mail the pin 
directly to the person who earned it. Commander Koutz’s “Every Day Is Veterans Day” pin incentive program will 
end June 30, 2013, or when supplies are exhausted. 
 
National District Commander Post Visitation Award.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that the District 
Commander Post Visitation Award is an incentive for personal visitations to posts by district commanders and vice 
commanders. The desired result is a personal visit to each post in a given district by either the district commander, 
or in bigger districts, one of the district vice commanders. Personal contact at this level creates a stronger incentive 
and sets the example for post membership workers to make the personal contacts necessary for a successful 
membership program. 
Criteria: To qualify for the award, the district commander and/or vice commanders must visit each post in the 
district during their year. For those districts with more than 30 posts, the district vice commanders can assist in 
making visits, but the district commander must visit at least 30 of the posts personally. 
Certification: A list of posts in each district can be obtained with the assistance of department headquarters. The list 
will be mailed in spreadsheet format to each district commander. At the completion of the 100 percent visit 
requirement, the district commander will send the completed spreadsheet to the department, which will forward it to 
National Headquarters by Aug. 2, 2013. 
Awards: Each district commander who achieves the 100 percent visit requirement will receive a certificate 
recognizing the achievement. For those district commanders who achieve the 100 percent requirements, there are 
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five categories of recognition, and five additional prizes awarded based on a drawing of the eligible district 
commanders in each category. The categories are districts with up to 20 posts, districts with 21 to 35 posts, districts 
with 36 to 50 posts, districts with 51 to 65 posts, and districts with 65 or more posts. The commander drawn from 
the group of 100 percent commanders in each category will receive a gift certificate from Emblem Sales. The 
amount of the certificate recognizes the increased difficulty in achieving the award in larger districts. 

Category 1 (up to 20 posts) $100  
Category 2 (21 to 35 posts) $200  
Category 3 (36 to 50 posts) $300  
Category 4 (51 to 65 posts) $400  
Category 5 (65 or more posts) $500  

James Stewart, Commander, District #3, has submitted his certification of post visits.  Department Commander 
Brady and Department 1st Vice-Commander Endres presented Stewart his national citation. 
 
Reach Out to One From Each One. Department Adjutant Santos reported that during the 2012-2013 membership 
year, National Commander James E. Koutz will award a specially designed certificate to Legionnaires who recruit 
into The American Legion one new member from each eligible war period. A new member is defined as any eligible 
person joining for the 2013 membership year who was not a member of The American Legion in 2012. Upon 
verification, each recipient will receive a specially designed certificate from the national commander. 
 
Post Excellence Award. Department Adjutant Santos reported that to qualify for the Post Excellence Award, a post 
is required to achieve excellence in four areas: membership, youth activities, community service and support to 
currently serving troops or veterans. The purposes of this award are membership growth, exposure of American 
Legion values to the youth of the community, and increased visibility of the American Legion Family through 
service projects. A post achieving this qualification will have had numerous post members involved in planning and 
achieving these goals. Many posts are most likely already active in these areas and will qualify without extra effort. 
Others, however, will need to increase their efforts in one or more areas to qualify for the award. The standard to be 
achieved in each area: 

• Membership. Must be at least one member greater than the previous year. At least one post officer attends 
district meetings. 

• Youth activities. Must sponsor and actively participate in at least one primary youth program: Boys State, 
American Legion Baseball, Oratorical, Boy Scouts or Junior Shooting Sports. 

• Community service. Must accomplish a community service project with members of the Legion Family 
actively working in the community outside the post home. A wide range of potential projects exists, such as 
a project centered on one of Children & Youth’s emphasis areas to fulfilling a strictly local need. A 
monetary donation may be part of the project but may not constitute the entire project. 

• Service to troops/veterans. Must accomplish a project supporting troops or veterans in the community 
with Legion Family members outside the post home. Potential projects include the Family Support 
Network, Heroes to Hometowns, or simply helping a local veteran with necessary updates to his or her 
home. Again, a monetary donation may be part of the project but may not constitute the entire project. 

The district commander responsible for the post will certify a post as having achieved the four specified criteria. The 
district commander will submit a list of posts meeting the criteria to the department headquarters. That list should 
include the post name, post number, post address and post commander’s name. Ideally, the last two criteria are 
accompanied by copies of press releases submitted to the local media about the projects. That method ensures the 
projects were not only accomplished but that an attempt was made to enhance the image of The American Legion 
through local media. The copy submitted should include a date and time stamp showing receipt by the media outlet. 
The department adjutant will transmit information as posts qualify to National Headquarters. 
 
Second Vice-Commander Robert L. Michael. Since the last Department Executive Committee meeting, he visited 
Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10, Middletown Post #25, Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28, and Joseph B. Stahl 
Memorial Post #30. He attended the Finance, Budget & Audit Committee meeting at Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee 
Post #7 and the viewing for Jay Malin, Department Sergeant-At-Arms. He attended the Department Oratorical 
Contest at Middletown Post #25; the Special Hearing Board of an appeal by John Fanelli on his removal from office 
as post commander of Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 by the post executive committee; and the luncheon for 
American Legion Auxiliary National President Peggy Thomas at Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28. He traveled with 
National Commander James Koutz in March and Walter L. Fox Post #2, Nanticoke Post #6, Callaway-Kemp-
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Raughley-Tee Post #7, David C. Harrison Post #14, Dagsboro Post #24, and Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 for 
their hospitality.  He has attended meetings of Districts #2 and 3. 
 
Finance Officer Gary Morris.  
 
Motion by Kenneth G. Whitman and seconded by Edward W. Feeley to accept the Department Finance Officer 
Report, subject to audit. Motion passed. 
Motion by Wayne Hicks and seconded by MaryAnna Moderhak to pay all legal bills and amounts due until such 
time as the Department Executive Committee holds its next regular meeting. Motion passed. 
DFO Morris advised that he had received a fourth check, returned by the bank for Charles E. Durney Post #27 in the 
amount of $92.50, check 1143. Department Adjutant Santos reported that he had collected the face amounts of three 
other checks, plus bank charges and Legion handling charges from Charles E. Durney Post #27. The checks had 
been written on a closed account. DFO Morris will forward the bank documents to the Department Adjutant for 
collection. 
Finance, Budget and Audit Committee Chairperson Kim M. Endres reported that the Department does not have any 
official return check fee policy. Motion by Robert L. Michael and seconded Robert Royland that the official return 
check/HQ handling fee be $25 per check. Motion passed. 
 
Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen.  He attended Special Hearing Board meeting on February 23, 2013 at department 
headquarters. He has received a revised Constitution and By-Laws for Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 on March 26 
and has started reviewing. As of this time, no approval has been given and they should be not be considered 
accepted. He assisted with setting up office for bookkeeper and updating computer software. 
  

National Officers’ Reports 
 
NEC Larry J. Marcouillier. He thanked everyone that help out with the National Commander's visit. He wished that 
they had more time so that they could of visit some of the Posts in District #2. Due to the late arrival of the National 
Commander and the weather, it just could not be worked into the itinerary. All of the Posts that they were able to 
visit did a great job of showing National Commander James Koutz a warm reception. Again, he thanked all for 
making the National Commander's visit a warm and rewarding one. 
The Direct Mail Solicitation (DMS) program is coming to an end. It is not economical feasible to sustain the 
program. This is not the first time that the program has been suspended.  In 2009, the DMS program was suspended 
for a period of one year in order to reassess the structure and economic feasibility of continuing it. In 2010, it was 
reintroduced with modified requirements, instituted by resolution. During 2010 and 2011, DMS brought in 205,000 
and 217,000 members respectively, and the money invested was recouped within 30 months. 
Such has not been the case for membership years 2012 and 2013. The number of DMS-recruited members in 2012 
was 189,000, and currently there are 163,000 - 2013 DMS members, expecting to reach only 170,000 by year’s end. 
The National Finance Commission examined the proposed 2014 DMS program which projected that only 150,000 
members would be recruited, while spending the same amount of money as previously. Furthermore, it would take 
more than six years to break even. The commission made a very tough decision, and it determined that DMS was no 
longer cost effective.  
DMS was designed to enhance membership; to be an add-on for traditional recruitment, thereby resulting in annual 
growth. That has, and is, not happening. The overall national renewal rate has dropped from 91 percent to 87 
percent. It may continue to drop until there is a renewed interest at the Post level to work traditional membership and 
renewals. 
This is not to imply that there is no hands-on role for National to play in the recruitment of new members and 
retention of current members. The National Finance Commission has asked the Membership Support Services 
Division to reassess National’s role in recruitment and retention, and to explore financial incentives for Posts and 
Departments to encourage membership growth. As one can see, it will be up to the Posts to go out and get new 
members. 
In inclusion, he thanked for their support in all of The American Legion programs. 
 
ANEC Kenneth G. Whitman.  Since the last DEC Meeting, he has visited several Posts. He also met with the 
Convention Committee at the Department Headquarters to discuss Department Conventions and new contracts for 
future conventions.  On February 21, 2013, he met with the Sheraton Dover Hotel to discuss this year's Department 
Convention and future contracts with the hotel.  He also attended the viewing for Jay Malin, Department Sergeant-
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At-Arms. From February 24 to 27, 2013, he attended the 2013 American Legion Conference in Washington, DC as 
a member of the National Foreign Relations Commission. 
 

District Commander Reports: 
 
District #2 Commander Raymond Abbott. Membership currently stands at 96.41%. They have 5 of the 10 Posts at or 
over the 100% goal as of March 28. Posts 10, 13, 27 and 29 are over 100% followed by Post 18 at 100%. The 
current Department Membership Report shows the District in 1st place. They will continue to charge ahead until the 
end of the year accepting the challenge to meet the 100% goal. Members of the District will work hard for 
membership and remain committed.  
District 2 has again hosted the Department Oratorical Contest at Post 25 on February 7, 2013. The 2 contestants 
from District 2 were joined by a young man from Smyrna who was ultimately the winner. Post 25 and Post 18 
worked together to cover the administrative duties and the contest was a huge success. Next year both the District 
and the Department Contests are scheduled to be held at the Veterans Hospital in Elsmere. Using an actual 
auditorium will be much more conducive.  
Many of the Posts are preparing to present awards at the various ROTC Programs this year. 
Currently, they are trying to work out a joint installation again this year. They are very hopeful, but not yet certain it 
can be done.  
Despite the National Commander not stopping at any District 2 Posts, Post 18 had 2 tables at the Commander’s 
Dinner representing the district.  
Regardless of the inclement weather on March 25, the Medal of Honor Ceremony was held. His Adjutant and he 
were joined by the Department Commander and while the crowd was sparse, the Ceremony was excellent.  
 
District #4 Commander Robert L. Michael.  District 4's last meeting was on February 27, 2013 at Oak 
Orchard/Riverdale Post #28. There were 5 post present with 21 Legionnaires. As of March 19, District 4's 
membership stood at 5,164 paid for 95.825%. The district is in the top spot amongst the three districts and needs 225 
more members for 100%. On March 9th, District 4 collected can goods for the poor at Wal-Mart and Giant in 
Rehoboth Beach and Longneck and Hockers in Ocean View. On March 26, along with Mountaire Farms, the district 
helped to pack 1,000 boxes for "Thanksgiving for Easter."  
 

Committee Reports 
 
American Legion Baseball, Roy Lamberton.  
 

1. Presently plan to begin the 2013 on June 1st with 10 of 11 teams playing on opening day. 
2. 11 Teams will play a 30 game schedule in 2013. No divisions. 
3. The Department of Delaware American Legion Baseball rules (Attached) have been revised to add the 

Background Check requirement mandated by the Americanism Commission, requirements to immediately 
reschedule postponed games, and to clarify some of the forfeit rules regarding payment of umpires. 
Approval of the DEC is requested so we can forward these to National by April 15th. The new rules will be 
posted on the Baseball web site: http://delegion.orgdebaseball after approval today. 

4. The 5 month loss of gaming machine revenue in certain posts is impacting some of our posts sponsorship 
of American Legion Baseball. Baseball impacts the largest number of youth reached by the Department 
(198 this year). Not every Post can afford to sponsor a team, but a team wearing a post number should 
expect to get some support. Originally, Legion baseball was totally paid for by the sponsoring Post. 

5. The State tournament will be played at Wilson Field, sponsored by Stahl Post 30, July 27th – August 2nd. 
We will be playing 3 games per day using a modified double elimination format. 

6. Next Team meeting will be in Mid May 
7. I am requesting that the DEC consider what steps we can take to reverse the National Convention mandate 

that we restrict players in the league to those under 19 who have recently graduated from high school. 
Lyman Brenner did update everyone on this during his report Saturday. Whatever we would do would have 
to be done from the floor of the Convention if the Department wants to move forward on this. Most of our 
coaches would prefer to allow any young person 19 years old or younger to be eligible for American 
Legion Baseball. 
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Motion by Robert L. Michael and Wayne Hicks to approve the 2013 Delaware American Legion Baseball Rules. 
Motion passed. 
Department Adjutant Santos thanked Dennis Dinneen for serving as the Compliance Officer for background checks 
for baseball and Boys State. 
 
Americanism, Lyman Brenner.  He reminded everyone that if they did not vote in the last election they have no right 
to complain, and they need to clear with the Department before you speak as a member of The American Legion. 
You can speak on whatever you want whenever you want – just do not do so as a representative of The American 
Legion or wear Legion logos when you do so. 
 
Boys State, Lyman Brenner.  Registration is going as planned. County Days are April 11 - Kent County, April 18 – 
Sussex County, and April 19 - New Castle County. All are welcome to attend – I would appreciate notice ahead of 
time so I can tell the County.  Each County provides lunches and need numbers of adults as well as students.    
Two posts have stepped up and covered the registration fee for students as well as giving a separate donation.   
Thanks to Lt. J. Allison O'Daniel Post #10 and Richard C. DuPont Post #18. He is aware that Sussex Central has 
approached Sussex Post #8 and to be discussed at their next post meeting. 
John Hopkins of Bridgeville has received a letter authorizing him as a Junior Councilor for 2013 Boys Nations. 
John, when a Boys Nation Senator, received a perfect evaluation from the Boys Nation Staff. 
Boys State is requiring background checks for their counselors. They are doing so under the background check 
program used for baseball. 
 
Convention & Meetings, Bettylou Evans.  
National Vice Commander. National Vice Commander John Neylon visited the State on December 4, 5, 6 and 7th.  
He and his wife, Sandy, had a great time and were well received at each Post that they visited.  The department 
officers did a great job on getting the National Vice-Commander around the Department and on time. 
Department Christmas Party. The Christmas party at Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7 on December 15th was 
a success.  The food was great and everyone enjoyed the comradeship. 
National Commander. National Commander James Koutz visited our Department on March 6, 7 and 8th. He really 
enjoyed his tour at Dover Air Force Base. The dinner at Nanticoke Post #6 and luncheon at Oak Orchard/Riverdale 
Post #28 were very good. Walter L. Fox Post #2 put on an outstanding dinner on Friday March 8th.   
She gave a special THANKS to everyone who worked these affairs. They made her job as chairperson very easy and 
her hat is off to each and every one of them. What a great team to work with. 
Department Convention. The committee’s next event is the 2013 Department Convention. Details as toward the bid 
process for future conventions and an amendment to the 2013 contract with the Sheraton Dover Hotel follows. 
Last fall, Frank Clymer of Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 contacted six hotels in the Wilmington area about 
holding the 2014 Department Convention.  Department Commander James M. Brady, Jr. and he visited three of the 
six hotels: DoubleTree by Hilton, Christiana Hilton in Newark, and Crowne Plaza North in Wilmington. They 
obtained proposals from the three and did forward the proposals in February to her. 
With the three bids in hand from New Castle County sites and in anticipation of having the bids from the Sheraton 
Dover Hotel and Dover Downs, a Convention & Meetings Committee meeting was scheduled for March 24. By 
March 22, the bids from the two Dover sites had not been received. Therefore, the March 24th meeting was 
canceled. 
She contacted representatives at the Sheraton Dover Hotel and Dover Downs. She advised that they have until April 
30th to send their proposals to her. If not received by the designated date, the hotels will not be in consideration for 
hosting the 2014 Department Convention. 
A Convention & Meetings Committee meeting will be scheduled for May to do a detailed comparison of all bids. 
One hotel from New Castle County and one from Dover will be selected. A subcommittee of the Convention & 
Meetings Committee will do site visits to the New Castle and Dover hotels. 
Upon completing the subcommittee site visits, a meeting of the Convention & Meetings Committee will be held to 
select a hotel for the 2014 convention, and may be also for 2015. Depending on a contract workup, adding a second, 
or even a third year to the contract, may be advantageous to the Department of Delaware. The facilities will have the 
opportunity to adjust their bid to a two and/or three year contract. The Convention & Meetings Committee 
recommendation will be submitted to the Department Executive Committee for their consideration. 
There will be difficulty in determining the number of rooms that the department will need under contract for the 
2014 convention. Due directly to the temporary loss of post income from video lottery machines and an uncertain 
revenue stream from the machines after July 1, posts have drastically cut back their financial support to membership 
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for rooms at the convention. This has resulted in a decrease of fifty percent room reservations for the 2013 
convention. And, the uncertainty of 2013 will overflow to 2014, and may be beyond. 
For the 2013 Department Convention, the Sheraton Dover Hotel has offered to amend the contract from 150 rooms 
to 70 rooms. Under the present contract and absent this amendment, the Department will be subject to a very large 
penalty in the Performance Clause in excess of $12,000. She requested that the Department Executive Committee 
approve the amendment to the 2013 contract with the Sheraton Dover Hotel from 150 rooms to 70 rooms, 
guaranteed. 
Motion by Bettylou Evans and seconded by MaryAnna Moderhak that the amendment to the 2013 Department 
Convention Contract with the Sheraton Dover Hotel from 150 rooms to 70 rooms be approved. Motion passed. 
 
Delaware Legionnaire, Bettylou Evans. Cutoff date for March, April and May issue will be June 12, 2013.   
Please have all DVD’s or CD’s with pictures in no later than June 9, 2013. In order to get this issue out before the 
Department Convention, the paper needs to be laid out and at the printer on time. Please do not ask for an extension 
on this issue. 
 
Finance, Budget &Audit, Kim Endres. The Finance Budget and Audit Committee met on February 9, 2013. The 
meeting was called to order by chairman Kim M. Endres at 11AM at Callaway, Kemp, Raughley, Tee Post #7 
Harrington, Delaware.  
Present:  James Brady, Commander; Kim M. Endres, Chairperson; John A. Endres, First vice Commander; Robert 
Michael, Second Vice Commander; Gary Morris, Finance Officer; Larry Marcouillier, NEC/PDC; Kenneth 
Whitman, Alternate NEC/PDC; Lyman Brenner, PDC; Bettylou Evans, PDC; Raymond Abbott, District 2 
Commander; James Lafferty, Oak Orchard Riverdale Post #28; Barbara Sheldon-Smith, Walter L. Fox Post No. 2  
Guest: Ric Santos, Adjutant; Terry Ziegler, Detachment of Delaware, Sons of the American Legion  
The committee agreed to make the following recommendations to the Department Executive Committee 
regarding administrative items: 

1. Roll the interest earned on the Certificates of Deposits (CD’s) when they mature and are reissued. Currently 
the interest in sent to the Department in a check. 

2. Provide a raise for the Department Service Officer of 10% or $2300 to be prorated for 5 months in FY13 
and full raise in FY14.  

3. Provide a raise for the Department Adjutant of $4,000 prorated for 5 months in FY13 and full raise in 
FY14. Funds for this will be taken from the Grant in Aid. 

4. Provide a raise for the Department Adjutant of $4,000 in FY14 funds to come from the Operating Budget. 
5. Encourage the Department Adjutant to disseminate information and create a form for the Posts to use to 

recoup funds from the Grant in Aid for Memorial Day Expenses. 
The committee recommends to the Department Executive Committee the following proposed FY2014 budgets 
for approval. 

6. Recommend the FY2014 budget for Headquarters Post No. 4 – Income of $8,471 and expenses of $4,334 
with net income of $4,137.00 

7. Recommend the FY2014 budget for the Grant in Aid based on FY13 figures. The budget will be adjusted 
accordingly when the actual numbers are available from the state. 

8. Recommend the FY2014 budget for the Restricted Funds which includes the following  
a. The addition of $500 each for the chairman of the Summer Fling and the Holiday Sweepstakes 
b. The addition of a line for Youth Program Background Checks $300.00 
c. The addition of donations of $500 each to the Departments two Ambulance Services 
d. Increase the Family Assistance Program Donation from $500 to $1,000 
e. Increase from $500 to $600 the NATHQ- Children & Youth Conference and Oratorical 

Conference 
f. Increase from $750 to $900 the NATHQ- Boys State Conference  

9. Recommend the FY2014 budget for the Operating Budget which includes the following: 
a. Memberships Awards increased from $5,500 to $6,100 
b. National Vice-Commanders Visit increased from $1,500 to $2,000 
c. Department Commanders Expenses increased from $6,000 to $7,000 
d. NATHQ- Chaplains Conference and Historians Conference from $500 each to $600 each 
e. Property & Liability Insurance from $4,000 to $4,300 
f. Added a line for Department Special Gifts $500 (for visiting dignitaries such as the Auxiliary 

National President, SAL National Commander etc.) 
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The budgets for the Department Convention and the Detachment of Delaware were tabled. The committee 
felt that the Detachment needed to discuss their budget further based on recommendations from the 
committee. The FBA chairman makes the following recommended budgets to the Department Executive 
Committee. 

1. Recommend the FY2014 budget for the Department Convention which includes the following: 
a. Addition of Detachment Convention Delegate Fees as follows: 

i. $5.00 per delegate & alternate if paid 30 days prior to convention and $7.50 per delegate 
& alternate if paid after 30 days prior to convention 

2. Recommend the FY2104 budget for the Detachment of Delaware, Sons of the American Legion. 
a. Addition of Delegate fees to go to the Detachment as follows: 

i. $2.50 per delegate x 50 delegates = $125 
ii. This income is separate for the Detachment is, and in addition to, income noted above for 

the Department Convention. 
b. Addition of Fundraiser line at $1672.00 
c. Increased National Convention Expenses to include $250 towards Hospitality Room 
d. Increased Administrative Expenses from $30 to $100 

Motion by Robert Royland and seconded by Raymond Abbott to approve the FY2014 Department Budgets. 
Motion passed. 
 
Label Program, Peggy Lou Reining. Report read by Department Adjutant Santos. 
 
2012 Spring Label Program Final 

 
$19,111.26 Deposit 
  - 3,608.86  Cost of labels 
  - 1,314.68  Cost of postage 
  - 1,269.94 Cost of postage for reminders 
 
$12,917.78 Profit 

 
2013 Spring Return Address Labels Receipts - $4,018. To date, she has not received the cost of the labels and the 
postage. 
 
Legislative Committee, MaryAnna Moderhak. (1) Protecting  Combat Medals:  Please contact our Delaware 
Senators and Congressman protesting the addition of the Distinguished Warfare Medal to be higher than a Purple 
Heart or Bronze Star in the military order of precedence  These bills H.R.833 and S.470 are currently being 
proposed and need your support in seeing that non-combat persons, although are entitled to be recognized with this 
medal, should not be placed in precedence over those receiving the Purple Heart or Bronze Stars. 
(2) Yesterday, House Bill 35 passed in the House by a 24-17 vote. Sponsored by state Representative Valerie 
Longhurst (D-15), HB 35 would criminalize virtually all private transfers of firearms by requiring that a criminal 
history background check be performed in connection with the sale or transfer of all firearms. Background checks 
(subject to fees) would be performed by licensed firearms dealers, who would be required to maintain records of 
such background checks in accordance with state and federal law. House Bill 35 now goes to the state Senate. It is 
critical that we contact your state Senator now and strongly urge him or her to OPPOSE HB 35.  
While there might be limited exceptions - make no mistake- HB35 is the first step toward the criminalization of all 
private firearm transfers. This system can only be enforced with gun registration. And, as we know from experiences  
in California, Australia and Great Britain, gun registration enables gun confiscation--only from honest citizens-since 
criminal's don't register their guns or submit to criminal investigations for firearms acquisition or transfers. Please 
contact your Senator and urge him or her to OPPOSE House Bil1 35. 
 
LIT, Richard J. Santos, Trustee.  This membership year, the Legionnaire Insurance Trust (LIT) introduced 
LegionCare, a newly enhanced Accidental Death benefit available at No-Cost to all Delaware Legionnaires. 
LegionCare is a one-of-a-kind benefit, offered exclusively to all members of The American Legion. All post 
members will have the opportunity to assure their enrollment in LegionCare. LegionCare provides all Legionnaires 
with: 
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• $5,000 in Accidental Death Coverage for covered accidents that occur if you are traveling on official 
Legion business.*  

• $1,000 for all other covered accidents. 
• 24/7 protection that covers Legionnaires at home, at work, and while you are travelling away from home 

available for all Legionnaires in our Department. 
 IMPORTANT: All Legionnaires must confirm their $5,000 in protection in order to be covered. 
Legionnaires will be able to activate their $5,000 in protection two ways: 

1. By completing a registration post card, or 
2. By going online at www.theLIT.com. 

Department has the LegionCare registration post cards. The cards will be dispersed to posts with the 2013 
membership cards. The posts need to provide a LegionCare activation card with the member's 2013 membership 
card as they renew for 2013. 
Do not let any of your members allow this opportunity pass them by. Please help ensure that all of the members in 
posts are aware of this important benefit by providing the LegionCare post cards with their 2013 membership card 
and renewal and by announcements in post newsletters and at general membership meetings and postings on post 
bulletin boards. 
The Department goal is to ensure that every Legionnaire in posts activates this protection.  
 
National Security-Foreign Relations, Kenneth G. Whitman. In February 2013 at the Washington Conference, he 
attended a reception hosted by the National Commander candidates at American Legion Post, Vienna, Virginia; 
Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans in Canada and U.S. (ANAVICUS) breakfast in the hotel; and Foreign 
Relations/National Security Joint Meeting. The morning session included the Ambassador of Israel, Michael B. 
Oren, Dr. Chrisanne Gordon, Chairwoman, Resurrecting Lives Foundation and MacKenzie Eaglen, Resident 
Fellow, American Enterprise Institute. The afternoon session speakers were Major General (Ret.) W. Montague 
Winfield, Deputy Assistant Secretary Defense for Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office, Johnnie E. Webb, 
Deputy to the Commander Public Relations / Legislative Affairs & Joint Personnel Accounting Command and Ann 
Mills-Griffiths, Chairman of the Board, National League of POW/MIA Families. 
He attended the Annual Reception honoring the National Foreign Relations Commission of The American Legion. 
This reception was held at the Diplomatic Reception Room at the U.S. Department State House. Remarks were 
made by the Honorable Patrick F. Kennedy, Under Secretary of State for Management. 
Tuesday morning was the Commander's Call. The main Speaker was the National Commander, James E. Koutz. 
Following the Commander's Call, Lyman Brenner and he visited the offices of Senators Thomas Carper and 
Christopher Coons and Congressman John Carney. Brochures were left at each office.  They requested that the 
department officers would like to visit with the senators and congressman at their offices in Delaware and would call 
and make appointments.  
 
Oratorical Contest, Charles Armbruster, Jr. The Department Oratorical was held on February 7, 2013 @ Middletown 
Post 25.  There were 3 contestants. 

 Third Place – Jacob Kratzer –William Penn High School (senior). 
 Second Place - Madeline Smith – Ursuline Academy (sophomore).  
 First Place – Zachary Smith -  Salesianum School (senior). 

Zachary Smith attended Boys State and a member of the Richard C. DuPont Squadron #18. His grandfather is a Past 
Department Commander. Zachary will be competing in Indianapolis, Indiana on April 19 – 21, 2013. He thanked 
Department Commander James Brady, 1st Vice John Endres, 2nd Vice Robert Michaels, Kim Endres, District 
Commander Raymond Abbott, Middletown Post #25, Richard C. DuPont Post #18, Richard C. DuPont Squadron 
#18, and Middletown Squadron #25 for the help and support for this program. 
 
Sons of The American Legion, Dennis Dinneen.  April 8, 2013 is the 90% National Target Date for the Sons of The 
American Legion. Presently, the Detachment is at 90.403% of goal. He urged all squadrons to continue to work 
membership. 
The Detachment of Delaware at their Department Executive Committee meeting on March 17, 2013 approved an 
additional $2.50 per delegate fee for the 2013 Detachment of Delaware convention; total is now $7.50 paid before 
30 of the start of the convention. 
 
Summer Fling Sweepstakes, John A. Endres. He reported that National Fundraising Division will mail the 
sweepstake tickets in Mid-May. The drawing will be at the 2013 Department Convention. 
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Trooper Youth Week, Lee Glasco. The 42nd Trooper Youth Week will be held at the Delaware State Police 
Academy, Dover, on Monday, June 24 through June 28, 2013, for thirty selected high school seniors, juniors and 
sophomores. Applications are at all high schools, available through resource officers, or from Sgt. Alexander 
Peterson at the police academy.. 
 
VAVS, Charles Armbruster, Jr. On Saturday May 4, 2013 from 11:00 A.M. the Wilmington VA Medical Center will 
be holding its annual Patient Carnival for the inpatients and Community Living Center residents.  As in previous 
years, this event will take place in the back parking lot adjacent to the Community Living Center. Any Post, 
Squadron or Unit interested in participating in this popular event is requested to complete a Event Registration form. 
You can get a form from John Lafferty ~ Voluntary Services Phone: 302-994-2511 X 4061.   
Email:  john.lafferty@va.gov. 
Return the form to the Volunteer Service Office (Code 135) No later Friday, April 5th. Upon receipt, the event 
working group will determine both assignments and arrange for requested accommodations (i.e. electricity, addition, 
space, etc.)   Due to the limited availability to supply electricity, please ensure your electrical needs before 
requesting hook-up services.  On the day of the event, all assigned booths/designated areas will be numbered and 
available for set-up at 9:00 A.M. 
Because we may have to reschedule the event due to inclement weather, it is extremely important that a Contact 
person is clearly/legibly included on the registration form.  The scheduled rain date is on Sunday May 5th. 
If a Post, Squadron or Unit is not able to participate and would you like to provide a financial donation to support 
this event? 

• Please make checks payable to: VA Medical Center 
• Indicate on Check Memo Line:  Patient Carnival. 
• Acknowledgements of your financial donations will be mail to you. 

 
2013 Patient Carnival Wish List 
Donation Suggestions: 

o Booth Decorations ~ 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards $ for the Best Booth Showing.  
o $ For Disc Jockey Payment. 
o $ For Volunteer Refreshments. 
o Canteen Coupon Books 
o Small Hand Sanitizers 
o Sunscreen. 

Prizes/Give-Away Suggestions: 
o Sugar-free Snacks 
o Comfort Items 
o T-Shirts/Socks 
o Ball Caps 
o Key Chains 
o Small Stuffed Animals 
o Cards/Small Board Games/Crafts 
o Balloons 
o Military/Patriotic Pins-Buttons 
o Refreshments/Bottle Water 
o Popcorn 
o Pizza/Light Lunch Items 
o Desserts 
o Appreciation Cards or Small Keepsakes 
o Military/Patriotic Themed Gift Items. 
o Canteen Coupon Books 

Event Volunteer Staff 
o Patient Escorts: 10:30 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
o Event Staff: Set-Up 7:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. Break-down 2:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. 
o Volunteer Registration: 7:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 
o Volunteer Refreshment Coordinator: 7:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 
o Booth Registration: 8:00 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 
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o Patient Escort Coordinators: 10:30 A.M. 2:00 P.M. 
 
VAVS Meeting - Wilmington VA Medical Center - March 12, 2012 
Remarks by the Director _ Daniel D. Hendee 

 Endovascular Wilmington VA is becoming the experts. 
 Elevator should be completed by July. 
 Way finders have be installed and in use. 
 Main Entrance Video Sign outside is almost ready to turn on. 
 Gun Lock program for suicide prevention is in progress. Been working very well in Pittsburgh Hospital. 
 Mobile Clinic unit read to take to the roan by April 17th.  This is mainly for Homeless Veteran in and 

Women health in rural areas. 
Speakers: Maria Ash and Jane Buck- No Veteran Dies Alone. New program starts with training June 4th for 4 hours.  
Need volunteers. 
Mary Gallagher – MYHealthe Vet. 
Jay Hills- HUD/VASH – Adopt a Family Program. Program is set up for a Post family adopts a homeless Veteran 
and/or family.  Jay is always looking to furniture and appliances for an apartment.  He has placed 135 families and 
has openings for 145. My question was has it effected any children and he said yes and he will be getting a list of the 
number of children affected. 
John Lafferty – Patient Carnival. John has sent out information to post and anyone who has participated in the past. I 
have sent a copy to the legionnaire and Web master to put on the web site. Carnival is May 4,2013. 
Volunteer Opportunities: 

 Hospice Volunteers. 
 No Veteran Dies Alone. 
 On-Call Volunteers to be patient sitters. 
 Moring Coffee Cart for waiting areas. 
 Drivers  

 
Webmaster, Dennis Dinneen. He advised that the website has up to 25,000 e-mail addresses for use by the 
Department and its personnel. Any Department Executive Committee member or committee chairpersons need to 
advise him of their request and password. The address will be the first letter of the first name and last name 
@delegion.org.  
 

Special Motion 
 
Motion by Wayne Hicks and seconded by Lyman R. Brenner to receive and file all reports except for  required 
actions. Motion passed. 

 
Unfinished Business 

 
Bookkeeper Position, Kim M. Endres. The job announcement and request for resumes for the part time position of 
department bookkeeper were advertised on the Department's website and with the News Journal, Delaware State 
News, and Sussex County Guide; the advertising with CarerBuilders.com was $419 paid as an administrative 
expense. 
 
Personnel Policy Manual Review, Kim M. Endres. A meeting on Saturday, May 18, 2013, has been set for the 
Finance, Budget and Audit Committee to review the Personnel Policy Manual. Location will be determined. 
 
Appeal of Removal from Office by John C. Fanelli. John C. Fanelli, a member in good standing in The American 
Legion through affiliation in Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 filed an appeal to the Department of Delaware, The 
American Legion, Inc. on actions taken by Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 against him, resulting in his removal 
from office as post commander. At the December 9, 2012, DEC meeting, the Department Executive Committee 
approved a Special Hearing Board consisting of three members: Charles Armbruster, Jr., Chairman, and Larry J. 
Marcouillier and Kenneth G. Whitman as general members with Department Judge Advocate Dennis Dinneen and 
Department Adjutant Richard J. Santos as advisors. 
A hearing was held on February 23, 2013 at Department HQ. Based on documents and testimony, the hearing board 
recommended to the Department Executive Committee that: 
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1. the actions of the Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 Executive Committee taken on October 23, 2012 on the 
removal of Legionnaire Fanelli from the position of post commander be vacated as Legionnaire Fanelli was 
not given "Due Process" in the proceedings; 

2. the resignation as post commander read by Mr. Fanelli at the post general membership meeting on 
November 8, 2013 is valid and binding; and 

3. the election of officers held at the post general membership meeting on November 8, 2013 are valid and 
final. 

Motion by Kenneth G. Whitman and seconded by Wayne Hicks that the three recommendations of the hearing board 
on the appeal of John Fanelli become the actions of the Department Executive Committee. Motion passed. 
 
National Commander's Visit, Department Adjutant. National Commander  James Koutz visited the Department of 
Delaware, March 6-8, 2013. Commander Koutz and his aide, Steve Short, arrived late evening Wednesday night , 
March 6, due to weather related delays.  Activities for March 6 were cancelled. On Thursday, National Commander 
Koutz toured Dover AFB, participated in the grand opening of the new building for David C. Harrison Post #14 
Ambulance #64 Service, visited Callaway-Kemp-Raughley-Tee Post #7, and dined at Nanticoke Post #6. On Friday, 
March 8, Commander Koutz toured and was briefed on Sussex Post #8 Ambulance Service in Georgetown, attended 
a luncheon at Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28,  visited Dagsboro Post #24, and attended a banquet in his honor at 
Walter L. Fox Post #2.  Adjutant Santos thanked the posts for their participation in the visit and all was done in a 
very professional manner. 
The Delaware Department leadership attended the Maryland National Commander's banquet on Saturday night, 
March 9, 2013, at Harry White Wilmer Post #82, LaPlata, MD. 
 

New Business 
 
Commissioner, Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs.  Commissioner Maurice Evans resigned his position 
effective February 1, 2013.  Department Adjutant Santos has been in contact with the Executive Director of the 
Delaware Commission of Veterans Affairs, John R. Knotts, on the procedures for a recommendation from the 
Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. to the Honorable Jack A. Markell, Governor, State of 
Delaware.  Applications were distributed on February 12, 2013 to all posts via an attachment to an e-mail message 
or by first class mail. Three applications were received: Lyman R. Brenner, Charles Armbruster, Jr., and Gary 
Morris.  The Department Executive Committee needs to name three nominees in order of priority to Governor 
Markell. 
Department Commander Brady asked the three nominees to make a statement. Legionnaires Brenner, Armbruster, 
and Morris did so. Commander Brady excused the three nominees from the room before proceeding with a vote. 
Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded by Lee Glasco that Charles Armbruster, Jr. be the Department 's first 
choice of nomination. Vote was fourteen (14) yeas, zero (0) nays. Motion passed. 
Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded Wayne Hicks that Lyman R. Brenner be the Department's second 
choice for nomination and with Gary Morris as the third choice for nomination. Vote was fourteen (14) yeas, zero 
(0) nays. Motion passed. 
Motion by Larry J. Marcouillier and seconded Kenneth G. Whitman that the Department Adjutant is instructed to 
sign and execute the documents required for nomination to The Honorable Jack A. Markell, Governor. Motion 
passed. 
 

Good of The American Legion 
 
2013 National Convention, Houston, TX. Department Adjutant Santos reported that twenty room reservations have 
been submitted to Department HQ. The Department allotment for rooms is eighteen. He has contacted the Hilton 
Americas for two more rooms.  Thirty tickets for the National Convention Banquet have been purchased.  Twenty-
seven have been sold.  He intends on making a site visit within thirty days.  For the 2014 National Convention in 
Charlotte, NC, he intends requesting twenty-one rooms. 
 
2014 Post Data Reports.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that five (5) posts have not submitted their 2014 Post 
Data Report: Sussex Post #8, Diamond State Post #11, William T. Spooner Post #17, Charles E. Durney Post #27, 
and Prattis-Shields Post #37. Memos have been sent on three occasions as follow-ups, the most recent mailing was 
March 28, 2013. The most important section in the form is for the amount of 2014 post dues. 
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"Current Annual Post Dues: The current annual post dues from 2013 is pre-printed on the form. National per 
capita for 2014 membership dues will be $13.50 per member. Department per capita will be $11.00 per member. 
Amount that the post shall remit to department for 2014 membership transmittals will be $24.50 per member. 
Where indicated, you must fill in the 2014 post dues and effective date.  Do not mark "same as last year." The 
amount of your 2014 post dues entered by you shall appear on 2014 dues renewal notices to your members and is to 
cover national, department, and post per capita in total." 
 
2013 Consolidated Post Reports.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that the 2013 Consolidated Post Reports are 
being distributed today.  Henlopen Post #5, Richard C. DuPont Post #18, Charles E. Durney Post #27, First State 
Post #29  and Joseph B. Stahl Memorial Post #30 went on-line to download the form and have submitted the forms 
to National and Department. 
When the National Commander can produce a volume of information to Congress, based on data from Consolidated 
Post Reports, outlining the volunteer hours, activities, and contributions made to the citizens of our communities and 
our nation’s veterans and their families, it substantiates the granting our congressional charter which is the basis for 
our federal tax exemption. 
The completed forms must be received in Department HQ by May 1, 2013 in order to meet the deadline of 
submission to National and to permit the extraction of information for Department program reports.  Commander 
James M. Brady, Jr. has requested that Department Officers and District Commanders highlight the need of the 
completed forms and the filing deadline as they make the Post visitations. 
For the posts who have registered on myLegion.org, the Consolidated Post Report Form is on-line.  You will need to 
print a copy for your record and one for Department HQ. 
The due date of May 1, 2013 is in the late term of Post administrative and fiscal years.  It is suggested that you use 
data for activities, hours, and donations for a 365 day period such as March 1, 2010 to February 28, 2013.  Do not 
wait for the end of the present governing administration or fiscal year to complete the form.  This time cycle can be 
used in ensuing years to facilitate the reporting process. 
He requested the assistance of the Department Executive Committee to remind all posts for a timely completion and 
filing of the CPR. The reporting is a very important document in establishing what The American Legion does, day 
in and day out, for our communities, state, and nation. 
 
2013 Consolidated Squadron Reports.  Department Adjutant Santos reported that the 2013 Consolidated Squadron 
Reports will be distributed today. It is perhaps the most important document your squadron can complete. This 
information will be combined with that of other squadrons to be put into the final report used by The American 
Legion, which is subsequently sent to Congress. Please complete this form with all of the pertinent information.  Not 
all squadrons are able to participate in each aspect of every program and some lines will remain blank.  However, 
the key is to report any activities that the squadron has accomplished for this 2013 membership year only.  
The form should be typewritten or printed with black or dark blue ink. It is imperative that the form be legible for 
compilation purposes.  Every blank or line does not have to be completed. Very few squadrons can claim activity for 
every item listed on this report. The report is a single page and two copies. Upon completion of the report send the 
original sheet (yellow copy) and second sheet (green copy) to me at Department HQ and you keep for your file the 
last copy (blue sheet).   
The Consolidated Squadron Report will be scanned for historical use and the original sent to national; an electronic 
copy will be sent to the detachment commander. The submission will be recorded in Department HQ and the green 
copy will be forwarded to the detachment adjutant. 
Responses may call for figures, such as the number of veteran home visits, or the number of hours donated at 
Children's Miracle Network. Other inquires, such as The American Legion National Emergency Fund, request the 
number of dollars spent.  There is a dollar sign ($) at the beginning of each blank space that requires a response in 
dollar amounts  Remember to round off all dollars spent to the nearest whole dollar.  If there is a check box     , it is 
a "Yes" or "No" question and a check mark will indicate that your squadron participates in that program.  
When additional space is needed to report on projects, activities or events, attach a narrative report (a short written 
description, pictures and newspaper articles) to both of the copies submitted to me for compilation.  The narrative 
report will be forwarded to the Editor of the National Update for possible inclusion in the National Update 
Newsletter.  Please make sure that all hours and dollars reported in the narrative are included on the report form.  
There are thirteen (13) squadrons in the Detachment of Delaware. The detachment commander is working hard for 
100% reporting by the due date of May 31, 2013 in Department HQ. Commander Michael Cotten and his 
detachment officers are available to assist you in the completion of the report and shall remain in contact with you to 
ensure the report is returned to Department HQ in a timely fashion. The reason for the deadline of May 31, 2013 is 
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the forms need to be collated and forwarded to the national organization at least thirty (30) days prior to the Sons of 
The American Legion National Convention 
 
LEAD Course. The American Legion's national organization is merely an extension of the individual members who 
guide it. Nearly everything at the national level, such as membership, communications, training, finance, archives 
and legal support exists for the individual members who constitute The American Legion. And since "membership 
in The American Legion is membership in the National Organization of The American Legion by affiliation with 
posts;' it is essential that the members have a good grounding with the programs and practices of The American 
Legion.  
In 1919, The American Legion was founded on four pillars: Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, 
Americanism and Children & Youth. Each of these pillars encompasses a variety of programs that benefit our 
nation's veterans, its service members, their families, the youth of America and ordinary citizens. These programs 
make a difference in hundreds of thousands of lives each year.  
Leadership Education And Development, (LEAD) is a one day, eight-hour training session designed to provide 
professional development training for post, district, county and department level members. National staff subject 
matter experts will cover a wide range of topics relevant to the operations of The American Legion. Subject matter 
experts, any lesson plans, handouts and training materials will be provided at no expense to departments. 
Departments are responsible for identifying and providing the training facility and audio visual equipment.  
Any combination of 21 offered classes may be selected, making up eight hours of instruction. One classroom is 
needed for each eight-hour session. If a department desires a repeat of sessions or selects more than eight hours 
training, additional classrooms and equipment may be required. All training can be conducted in conjunction with 
current planned department functions such as winter, district, county or department conferences and conventions. No 
social event or special openings are required.  
If interested, we contact internal Affairs Assistant Director David Elmore delmore@legion.org or Membership 
Deputy Director Matt Herndon mherndon@legion.org, or call 317.630.1330.  
 
The American Legion Extension Institute. The American Legion's official training program for officers, members, 
Legion College applicants and those who simply want to expand their knowledge of the nation's largest veterans 
service organization is now available online. The American Legion Extension Institute has been rewritten, updated, 
streamlined and enhanced with videos, digital photos, clickable links, a historical timeline and additional features. 
To register and take the course, visit www.legion.org/alei. The program is divided into six sections, with a quiz at 
the end of each one, followed by a final exam. The sections closely follow the Legion's Four Pillars of service. They 
include: History & Organization, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation , National Security, Americanism and Children 
& Youth. Upon successful completion of the final, the graduate will receive a digital certificate of recognition, a 
lapel/cap pin and completion certificate from the National Commander. All post, district and department officers are 
urged to take the course. The online course is $4.95 for members of The American Legion and Sons of The 
American Legion. The registration fee is $9.95 for non-members. Payment can be accepted securely and 
conveniently on the course registration page.  
MaryAnna Moderhak reported that she has completed the course successfully. 
 
Operation Comfort Warrior, Message from National Commander Koutz.  Nothing is more important than ensuring 
the proper care of our servicemen and women who have given so much for our nation. Many of our Afghanistan and 
Iraq war veterans no longer face enemy attacks but now face long recoveries from traumatic physical and mental 
wounds. They are slowly healing in warrior transition units, military hospitals and communities nationwide. Our 
brave men and women receive highly specialized treatment and care at those rehabilitation and transition facilities. 
But there are gaps in the care that aren't covered by government programs and regulations. This is where The 
American Legion must step in and lead the way, through Operation Comfort Warriors.  
Members of The American Legion are familiar with the Operation Comfort Warrior (OCW) program and how it has 
raised more than $1 million for recovering veterans. We are also aware that every dollar of every donation goes to 
provide comfort items such as recreation equipment or entertainment in the form of DVDs, CDs, electronic games 
and other items. And we understand how these gifts bring joy to our rehabilitating service members.  
At the 94th National Convention, National Commander James Koutz talked about the importance of OCW, his 
fundraising project for this year. He believes strongly in its mission. And he believes strongly in Legionnaires who 
can help make this initiative successful. Commander Koutz announced his goal would be to raise $500,000 for the 
program. 
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Commander Koutz stated that "Every one of us has a role to play in this operation. This operation depends on our 
financial support. All of you, don’t you wish there had been an Operation Comfort Warriors when you came home? 
We can’t undo the past, but we can see that it is not repeated." 
OCW donations are used to supplement the high-quality care provided at most military hospitals and transition units 
in the United States and abroad. One hundred percent of donations to OCW go directly to purchase comfort items 
for recovering warriors. In the past, these items have included loose-fitting sweat suits for burn victims, exercise 
equipment, and entertainment in the form of DVDs, CDs and more. 
Department leadership teams can help OCW and recovering troops by taking an active role in this program. For 
starters, Commander Koutz requested that the departments distribute brochures to posts. Posts need to share them 
with members of their communities. The brochures explain the program, how it benefits recovering warriors. He 
appreciates attention to this program. And he knows that recovering warriors appreciate receiving these items, 
delivered with kindness, compassion and honor for the sacrifices they made on the Legion's behalf.  
 
Donation, David C. Harrison Post #14, Bettylou Evans. Al Kraft, David C. Harrison Post #14 Chaplain, distributes 
many stuffed bear gifts to our visiting Legion dignitaries. Legionnaire Kraft has continued to do this activity for 
many years. Motion by Bettylou Evans and seconded by Wayne Hicks to donate $100 to David C. Harrison Post #14 
for future expenses for such gifts, to be taken from Budge Line Item 75270. Motion passed. 
 
Donation, Memorial Tree, Department Adjutant Santos. The Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Millsboro 
taking requests for inscriptions on a "Memorial Tree." The tree is to allow families and friends an opportunity to 
purchase an inscribed Memorial Leaf bearing their personalized message. Cost is $100 per leaf. While visiting the 
cemetery, National Commander James Koutz noted the absence of a leaf for the Department of Delaware. Motion by 
John A. Endres and seconded Robert Royland to approve a donation of $100 for an inscribed Memorial Leaf to be 
taken from Budge Line Item 75270. Motion passed. 
 
Donation, Legion Ambulance Services. Motion by Wayne Hicks and seconded by Robert L. Michael to donate $00 
each to Sussex Post #8 and David C. Harrison Post #14 for their ambulance services, , to be taken from Budge Line 
Item 75270. Motion passed. 
 
Home of the Brave, Edward W. Feeley. American Legion Riders are doing a Poker Run on April 21, 2013 for the 
benefit of the Home of the Brave, Women Warriors. Also, there is a hearing on April 1, 2013 before the Sussex 
County Board of Adjustments toward approval of a new facility for Women Warriors. 
 
2013 Department Convention Ads and Boosters, Kim M. Endres. Ads and booster listings are coming in at a good 
pace. She thanked Walter L. Fox Post #2, Henlopen Post #5, Nanticoke Post #6 and Sussex Post #8, American 
Vending, Detachment of Delaware, and Gary Morris for an early submission of their ads. 
 
White Mesh Legion Baseball Caps, Wayne Hicks. He inquired with the Department Adjutant on a price of white 
mesh Legion baseball caps. An inquiry will be made with National Emblem Sales. 
 
Donation Set, MaryAnna Moderhak. She reported that she is a candidate for Department 2nd Vice-Commander at 
the 2013 Department Convention. In lieu of purchasing giveaways to Legionnaires for her campaign, she is making 
a donation in the amount of $200; $100 to Operation Comfort Warrior and $100 Child Welfare. 
 

Announcements 
 
• June 1, 2013, Saturday, at 11:00 AM, Nanticoke Post #6, next Department Executive Committee meeting 
• James J. Lafferty announced that Oak Orchard/Riverdale Post #28 has food for the Department Executive 

Committee, following the closing of the meeting. 
 

Closing Ceremonies 
 
Closing ceremonies were completed per the Officer’s Guide and Manual of Ceremonies with Wayne Hicks, 
Department Chaplain, giving the Benediction. Commander James M. Brady, Jr. declared the Department Executive 
Committee meeting of the Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. adjourned at 12:20 PM. 
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The Minutes were recorded and prepared by Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant. 
 

 
     Richard J. Santos 
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The American Legion 
 

 
 
           

  For God and Country 

 
Memorandum – Consolidated Post Reports 

 
 
Date : March 28, 2013 
 
From : Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant 
 
To : All Posts of the Department of Delaware 
 
Re : 2013 Consolidated Post Report (CPR) 
 
Attached is the 2013 Consolidated Post Report (CPR) form.  It is imperative that you complete the report, regardless 
of the extent of your Post activities, hours, and donations. 
 
When the National Commander can produce a volume of information to Congress, based on data from Consolidated 
Post Reports, outlining the volunteer hours, activities, and contributions made to the citizens of our communities and 
our nation’s veterans and their families, it substantiates the granting our congressional charter which is the basis for 
our federal tax exemption. 
 
The completed forms must be received in Department HQ by May 1, 2013 in order to meet the deadline of 
submission to National and to permit the extraction of information for Department program reports.  Commander 
James M. Brady, Jr. has requested that Department Officers and District Commanders highlight the need of the 
completed forms and the filing deadline as they make the Post visitations. 
 
For the posts who have registered on myLegion.org, the Consolidated Post Report Form is on-line.  You will need to 
print a copy for your record and one for Department HQ. 
 
The due date of May 1, 2013 is in the late term of Post administrative and fiscal years.  It is suggested that you use 
data for activities, hours, and donations for a 365 day period such as March 1, 2010 to February 28, 2013.  Do not 
wait for the end of the present governing administration or fiscal year to complete the form.  This time cycle can be 
used in ensuing years to facilitate the reporting process. 
 
Your cooperation and commitment to the timely completion and filing of the CPR are requested.  The reporting is a 
very important document in establishing what The American Legion does, day in and day out, for our communities, 
state, and nation. 
  

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
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The American Legion 
 

 
 
            

 For God and Country 
 

Memorandum -  2014 Annual Post Data Report 
 
Date : February 25, 2013 
 
From : Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant 
 
To : Post Commanders and Adjutants 
 
The Annual Post Data Report for the 2014 Membership Year is attached. The report has critical information 
required by national and department in order to conduct business with posts and to process 2014 post membership. 
Instructions for the completion are on the back of the form and highlighted in this memorandum. The form needs to 
be completed in its entirety. The report is time sensitive. Therefore, you need to return the properly completed form 
to Department HQ immediately. 

 
Post Legal Name and Location: Verify the post's legal name and location as shown on post charter. Notify 
department in writing of any revisions. Simply crossing out and making a correction on the form will not generate 
any changes in national and department records. A change in the post name will required an application for a 
supplemental charter. 
 
Post Home Physical Address: This section is only for posts with a post home. This is the physical location, not the 
mailing address. Ensure the post home's physical address is entered on the report. 
 
Post Home Mailing Address: This section is for all posts. This is the address that national and department will send 
business mailings. Member dues' mailings may be different from the post home mailing address and is covered in 
the next section 
 
Post Dues Mailing Address: This section is for the mailing address where you want your members to mail their 
2014 dues. This may be a different address than the post home mailing address. This address will be on all dues 
renewal notices to your members. Do not mark "same as post home mailing address." Insert full post dues mailing 
address. 
 
Current Annual Post Dues: The current annual post dues from 2013 is pre-printed on the form. National per capita 
for 2014 membership dues will be $13.50 per member. Department per capita will be $11.00 per member. Amount 
that the post shall remit to department for 2014 membership transmittals will be $24.50 per member. Where 
indicated, you must fill in the 2014 post dues and effective date.  Do not mark "same as last year." The amount of 
your 2014 post dues entered by you shall appear on 2014 dues renewal notices to your members and is to cover 
national, department, and post per capita in total. 
 
Post Telephone and Fax Numbers: This section is for posts with post homes. Record the post home telephone 
and/or fax numbers.  Do not use personal or mobile telephone numbers. 
 
Post E-Mail Address: Insert if your post has a post e-mail address.  Do not record personal e-mail addresses. 
 
Post Internet Address: If your post has an internet website, please insert the post internet website. 
 
Post Meeting Date, Day and Time: List post meeting date, day and time such as "First Thursday of each month at 
7:00 PM." 
 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  adjutant@delegion.org 
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Submission Deadline: There is a deadline for completion and submission of the Annual Post Data Report.  The 
report has to be in national's hands by April 15, 2013.  Therefore, the completed forms need to be in department by 
April 8, 2013.  If department does not receive your form by April 8, 2013, information on the 2014 dues renewal 
notices may contain incorrect information such as the amount of the 2014 annual dues and the mailing address to 
where the members send their dues. So do not wait until April to send the report, DO IT NOW!!! Not to do so may 
financially penalize your post. 
 
Department Officers: Department Commander James M. Brady, Jr. requests that department and district officers 
highlight the need of the completed forms and the filing deadline of April 8, 2013 as they make the district and post 
visitations and follow up by e-mail and telephone to ensure 100% reporting. Again, the importance of the timely 
completion and filing of the 2014 Annual Post Data Report cannot be over emphasized. 
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The American Legion 
 

 
 
           For God and Country 

 
 

Memorandum to Squadrons 
 
Date : March 28, 2013 
 
To : All Sons of The American Legion Squadrons 
 
From : Richard J. Santos, Department Adjutant 
 
Subject : 2013 Consolidated Squadron Report 
 
The Consolidated Squadron Report that is attached may appear complicated and something that you may not want to 
be troubled with, but it is perhaps the most important document your squadron can complete.  This information will 
be combined with that of other squadrons to be put into the final report used by The American Legion, which is 
subsequently sent to Congress.  Please complete this form with all of the pertinent information.  Not all squadrons 
are able to participate in each aspect of every program and some lines will remain blank.  However, the key is to 
report any activities that the squadron has accomplished for this 2013 membership year only.  
 
The form should be typewritten or printed with black or dark blue ink.  It is imperative that the form be legible for 
compilation purposes.  Every blank or line does not have to be completed.  Very few squadrons can claim activity 
for every item listed on this report.  The report is a single page and two copies.  Upon completion of the report send 
the original sheet (yellow copy) and second sheet (green copy) to me at Department HQ and you keep for your file 
the last copy (blue sheet).   
 
The Consolidated Squadron Report will be scanned for historical use and the original sent to national; an electronic 
copy will be sent to the detachment commander.  The submission will be recorded in Department HQ and the green 
copy will be forwarded to the detachment adjutant. 
 
Responses may call for figures, such as the number of veteran home visits, or the number of hours donated at 
Children's Miracle Network.  Other inquires, such as The American Legion National Emergency Fund, request the 
number of dollars spent.  There is a dollar sign ($) at the beginning of each blank space that requires a response in 
dollar amounts.  Remember to round off all dollars spent to the nearest whole dollar.  If there is a check box     , it is 
a "Yes" or "No" question and a check mark will indicate that your squadron participates in that program.  
 
When additional space is needed to report on projects, activities or events, attach a narrative report (a short written 
description, pictures and newspaper articles) to both of the copies submitted to me for compilation.  The narrative 
report will be forwarded to the Editor of the National Update for possible inclusion in the National Update 
Newsletter.  Please make sure that all hours and dollars reported in the narrative are included on the report form.  
 
There are thirteen (13) squadrons in the Detachment of Delaware.  The detachment commander is working hard for 
100% reporting by the due date of May 31, 2013 in Department HQ.  Commander Michael Cotten and his 
detachment officers are available to assist you in the completion of the report and shall remain in contact with you to 
ensure the report is returned to Department HQ in a timely fashion.  The reason for the deadline of May 31, 2013 is 
the forms need to be collated and forwarded to the national organization at least thirty (30) days prior to the Sons of 
The American Legion National Convention. 
 
 
C: Michael Cotten, Detachment Commander 
 Post Commanders 

Department of Delaware, The American Legion, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930, Seaford, DE 19973-0930 
Tel: 302.628.5221 
E-mail:  delaware_adjutant@verizon.net 
Website: delegion.org 
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THE AMERICAN LEGION DEPARTMENT OF DELAWARE  
2013 BASEBALL RULES 

 
The following American Legion baseball rules and regulations, adopted by the Department Baseball Committee, and 
approved by the Department of Delaware Executive Committee, are applicable for all play in the Department of 
Delaware and supplement the American Legion National Baseball Rules. Changes for the 2013 season are 
highlighted. Rules marked with a * have clarification notes at the end of this document. 
 
Rule #1 – Number of Teams 
 

The Department of Delaware will maintain a minimum of eight teams. 
 
Rule # 2 - Forfeits: 
 

A. A team will receive a twenty (20) minute grace period from the scheduled start of the game 
in order to field a team. After this grace period the game shall be forfeited to the other team. 

B. At least one adult manager or coach, as listed on the roster must be present at the start and 
during the entire game, or the game will be forfeited. 

C. Any games forfeited due to violations of American Legion Baseball (ALBB) rules or the current 
"rules of baseball" (as defined by ALBB) may also be appealed in accordance with DE State 
Rule 8. 

D. Any team who has four (4) or more forfeits during their regular season league games shall 
not be eligible for the state tournament (STR Rule #4) 

E. Any visiting team that forfeits a game shall immediately be responsible to pay the umpire 
fees to the home team. The payment shall be made to the home team directly and the home 
team shall forward such payment on to the umpires. It shall be the responsibility of the 
home team to collect such fees from the forfeiting team unless the home team failed to 
notify the umpires in a timely manner. If the forfeiting team is the home team, they will pay 
the appropriate fees to the umpires immediately. * 

F. Any team who forfeits a game and fails to immediately forward the appropriate umpire fees 
shall be forbidden to play additional games until those fees have been paid. * 

 
Rule #3 – Player Recruiting 
 

Teams will be selected based on PLAYER RECRUITMENT PLAN "A" as set forth in the American 
Legion National Rule Book. 
 

A. All teams must have a zone to select players from. 
B. Player Transfers (Form 76) will be for one year only and will be approved only if the player 

involved has tried out for their home zone team. Players using Form 76 will be required to try 
out for their home zone team prior to the following season. 

C. School enrollments will be based on 10th, 11th and 12th grade population set by the actual 
official enrollment total recorded by Delaware Department of Education as of September 30 
of the School year. 

D. Only American Legion Baseball (ALBB) Rule 2 and Rule 3 as published by American Legion 
Americanism Commission shall pertain to player eligibility except as in (F.) below. 

E. A player’s legal address for American Legion Baseball shall be the same address used to 
determine that player’s base public school attendance, except where (ALBB) Rule 2B.2. 
Overrules that determination. 
 

Rule # 4 – Rosters 
 

A. Before June 1st each team will submit their team’s Official Roster using the official American 
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Legion Baseball Web Site (www.legion.org/baseball). Up to 18 players are permitted; 
however teams will be able to designate active members of their official roster prior to June 
30th for a game by listing them on the official Lineup Card for that game, then updating the 
information on the web site as soon as possible. * 

B. Final Official Team Rosters, with all 18 players listed, will be submitted electronically via the 
National American Legion Web Site prior to June 30th.  

C. The Department Chairman, or his representative, will approve all team rosters prior to June 
30th. After that date, changes may only be made in accordance with American Legion 
Baseball Rule 6 E. 

D. A digital photograph of the team with team names will be uploaded to the National web site 
prior to July 15th. 

 
Rule # 5 - Sponsorship 
 

Outside sponsorship is permitted, provided the following regulations are complied with: 
 

A. Sponsoring party must file a request in writing to the Department committee for the 
permission to enter a team using the outside sponsorship form provided on the American 
Legion Baseball web site. 

B. All American Legion regulations (recruiting and playing) must be followed. 
C. The American Legion baseball patch must be worn on the left sleeves by all uniformed 

players, coaches and managers. 
D. No firm or company whose advertisement reflects the sale or use of alcoholic beverages 

or tobacco products shall  be permitted to display such advertising on the team uniforms 
 
Rule # 6 - Play before State Tournament 
 

Pitchers who pitch in any game played during the three days preceding the state tournament 
shall have those innings pitched totals included when calculating innings pitched during the State 
Tournament. 

 
Rule #7 – Insurance 
 

A. Each team must secure Group Accident and Liability protection insurance prior to May 15th, in 
accordance with American Legion Baseball requirements.  

B. Copies of team Accident and Liability insurance policies must be submitted to the league 
office prior to the start of league play. 

 
Rule #8 – Ejections, Protests and Appeals 
 

A. All protests in league play or suspected rules violations must be submitted to the league 
chairman (acting as the Commissioner) in writing, either electronically, or via mail, within 24 
hours after the protested game. A protest fee of $50.00 must be attached, and if the protest is 
allowed the fee will be refunded. 

B. Any ejection or disqualification under ALBB Rule 7 or American League rules (9.05) shall be 
reported by telephone, e-mail or in writing by the Head Umpire of the game to the Baseball 
Chairman (acting as the Commissioner) by Noon the following day, or 10:00 AM on Saturday or 
Sunday. The Umpire involved will be responsible for categorizing the ejection as being “flagrant” 
or not, in accordance with ALBB Rule 7 or American League rule 9.05 (b).  

C. The Chairman, acting as Commissioner, has the authority to assess any additional penalties over 
and above the ejection based on ALBB Rules, and American League Rule 9.05 (c.) and will report 
same to the Committee, the Teams and Post Representative involved prior to the next game 
involving that team.  
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D. Repeated and/or flagrant violations of rules may be considered when imposing penalties. 
E. Teams may appeal any ruling by the Chairman upon the filing of a written protest and 

submission of a $50 protest fee. Initial Appeals may be forwarded electronically to the chairman’s 
e-mail address debaseball@delegion.org, followed by the fee. If the state chairman’s ruling is 
overturned by the protest committee, any fees paid will be returned. Appealed rulings will be 
stayed until a final decision of the appeals committee. 

F. An appeals committee will be appointed by the Chairman prior to the season to hear and 
recommend resolution of protests to the full committee only in accordance with ALBB  
Rule 8. 

G. Committee members should be aware of ALBB Rule 7 A. as it relates to Conduct and their 
position as a “department Chairman’s representative.” 

 
Rule # 9 – Uniforms 
 

All players and coaches on the field must dress in full team uniform. Windbreaker jackets are 
acceptable for coaches. 

 
Rule # 10 – Weather Postponements  
 

All rain-outs and other postponed games, regardless of reason, will be rescheduled within three 
(3) days to be played during the following 2 weeks. The new time and date will be reported to 
the League office within 24 hours. If not, the league may arbitrarily reschedule the game as 
required. 

 
Rule # 11 – Umpire Fees 
 

Umpire fees will be negotiated directly between the team and the selected umpire group. The 
Home team is responsible for notifying the umpires in all cases where it is necessary to 
cancel or change a game time. If a team forfeits a game, see Rule 2.E. above. 
 

Rule # 12 – Questions during a Game 
 

Only a team coach or manager may be permitted to discuss a question on a play with an umpire. 
 
Rule # 13 – Rescheduling Games 
 

Any team desiring to reschedule a game must contact the opposing manager by Noon of the 
day prior to that scheduled game to schedule a new date and time for those game(s). The 
both team managers have the responsibility to notify the Department Chairman of the new 
schedule prior to midnight of the prior day. * 

 
Rule # 14 – Additional Playing Rules * 
 

A. American Legion slide rule will be enforced. 
B. Catchers must wear a mask in or out the bullpen when warming up a pitcher in accordance with 

American Legion (ALBB) rules. 
 
Rule # 15 – Full Schedule 
 

All regular season games must be played unless results have no bearing on the final standings 
that would affect the State Tournament seeding. 

 
Rule # 16 – Length of Games 
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A. All games shall be played the full seven innings except the final game of the season between the 
two teams.  

B. Any game that has proceeded to the official game length of 5 innings (4½ if the home team is 
ahead) and is stopped due to weather and is not resumed that same day shall be counted as a 
complete game.  

C. Any game stopped due to darkness * will be resumed at the exact same point at a later date and 
be played to the full seven innings. The ten run “slaughter rule” shall still apply to all games after 
the game has become an official game.  

D. After one full inning has been completed, any suspended game shall resume from the exact point 
of suspension. If one full inning has not been completed, the game will start over.  
 

Rule #17 – Background Checks for Team Officials 
 

A. The American Legion Americanism Commission has promulgated Risk Management Policies of 
the American Legion for the Enhanced Protection of Children and Youth requiring background 
checks for all persons who might come in contact with players during games, practices or try-
outs.  

B. Only the vendor approved by the national American Legion Americanism Commission may be 
used for these background checks. The cost of these checks shall be charged to the 
individual managers and coaches. 

C. No team manager or coach shall be allowed to participate in practice, try-outs or games 
before that manager or coach has been cleared by the Delaware Department Compliance 
Officer.  

  
Rule #18 - Other Rules 
 

All rules not specifically covered herein, shall be followed per the American Legion Baseball 
(ALBB) rule book. All playing rules not covered directly by the American Legion Baseball rules 
shall be played under the American League rules promulgated as the Official Baseball Rules, as 
published by Major League Baseball. In all cases, American Legion rules will take precedence 
over the Official Baseball Rules. 

 
Notes: 
 
Rule 2 E. & F.: Any team that forfeits a game is ultimately responsible for paying the Umpire Fees unless the game 
was rescheduled early enough to avoid those fees. Part F requires that teams responsible for fees due to their own 
actions pay those fees prior to resuming play in the league. 
 
Rule 4 A.: A player may arrive at a game late and play in that game provided that player is in the dugout, ready to 
play, prior to the start of the 7th (final) inning. 
 
Rule 13:The purpose of this rule is to avoid forfeits due to any team’s personnel availability issues. A team who 
forfeits a game after the time required must send the appropriate fees to the home team immediately. 
 
Rule 14 A & B: Same as college slide rule. Any player who warms up a pitcher is required to wear a 
catcher’s mask while behind the plate. 
 
Rule 16. C.: It is strongly suggested that no inning should start after the published sunset time for the date of the 
game as published by the National Weather Service for Dover, Delaware, unless the playing field is properly 
illuminated for baseball. Suggesting an ending time here in no way supersedes an umpire's authority to stop a game 
before sunset for any reason that would make continuing play unsafe, but to encourage the suspension of play when 
there is insufficient light to safely continue. 

 
Additional State Tournament Rules 
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STR Rule 1: - Format 
 

The Tournament shall be conducted under the modified Double Elimination format as published 
by American Legion Baseball, and played at one site (whenever possible).  

 
STR Rule 2: - Tournament Host 
 

Rights to host the tournament shall be determined by competitive bid. However preference shall 
be given to those parties who possess fields with lights which are first class facilities. The 
Delaware Baseball Chairman shall have final selection of selected field.  
 
The Host team will earn an automatic 8th seed in the tournament, unless they qualify for a higher 
seed under rule 3 below. 

 
STR Rule 3: - Seeding 
 

Eight teams shall become eligible for tournament play. Divisional Winners shall be awarded the 
top seeds. Seeding shall be determined through a regular season point system as follows:  
 

• Win = 3 pts. 
• Loss = 0 pts. 
• Tie = 1 pt each team.  
• Win by forfeit plus 3 pts.,  
• Loss by forfeit minus 3 pts. 

 
STR Rule 4: - Forfeits 
 

Any team who has four (4) or more forfeits during their regular season league games shall not be 
eligible for the state tournament. 

 
STR Rule 5: - Seeding Ties and Play-in Game 
 

Should a tie for the eighth seed occur, a play-in game will become necessary to determine the 
eighth seed. Ties for seeds one through seven shall be resolved by the following tie breaker 
system. 
 

1. Head to head regular season results between or among tied teams. 
2. Least runs allowed in regular season games between or among the tied teams. 
3. Highest run differential (i.e. runs scored versus runs allowed in regular season games 

between or among the tied teams. 
4. Coin flips. 

 
STR Rule 6: - Minimum Play Rule 
 

To be eligible to play in the State Tournament, a roster player must have been on the official 
lineup card, be present and available for play for a minimum of ten regular season games. 
Players arriving late may be added to the official lineup card prior to the start of the final inning 
of that game. Managers shall retain a copy of all official lineup cards used during the season.  

 
STR Rule 7: - Length of Tournament Games 
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All tournament games shall be nine inning games with the 10 run “slaughter rule” after seven (7) 
innings. 

 
STR Rule 8: - Tournament Director and Tournament Appeals committee:  
 

The State Chairman will serve as the Tournament Director for the state tournament, however 
individual members of the Baseball Committee may be appointed as Interim Tournament Director 
with all the authority of the committee by the State Chairman for individual games provided that 
person’s Post team is not playing in the State Tournament. 
 
Members of the committee attending the State tournament will serve as an Appeals Board and 
shall act upon any appeals filed in a timely manner, preferably before the start of the next game. 
Any committee member with a team involved in an appeal will be excused from this requirement. 

 
STR Rule 9: - Pitching Statistics to be Provided 
 

The official Statistician shall provide a report of innings pitched by every pitcher on each team 
remaining in the tournament starting with the games on the 2nd day of the tournament and each 
day thereafter until a winner is determined.  
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